CHAPTER  XVI
ACCIDENTS AJSTD EMERGENCIES
Introduction
The official textbook of the St, John Ambulance Association
points out that " First aid to the injured is a special branch
of practical medicine and surgery by a knowledge of which
trained persons are enabled to afford skilled assistance in case
of accident and sudden illness." " The duty of the ambulance
pupil ends where the doctor's begins, and there ought to be
no overlapping or clashing of duty or interests/' " Through-
out his work the First Aid student must on no account take
upon himself the duties and responsibilities of a doctor."
Any moment an accident may occur, or an emergency
arise, endangering life and limb. In many cases, immediate
measures are necessary, but a doctor can rarely be found at
once. Fortunately an intelligent bystander may often be of
great service until the medical man arrives. This immediate
treatment should be well known by everybody.
In all cases a doctor should be sent for at once, and the
message should state precisely the nature of the accident.
It will often save much time if the doctor knows what kind of
case he is being called to.
Small Wounds or Cats
In an ordinary small cut the bleeding is not usually extensive,
and soon stops. If the cut, and the skin round it, are perfectly
clean, the best treatment is to adjust the edges carefully,
paint with tincture of iodine or wash with a good disinfectant
soap such as soap containing 2 per cent, of iodide of mercuiy.
Then place over it a strip of dean linen, and bind up the part
with dean rags or bandage. Do not bandage too tightly. If
the wound is at all dirty it must be washed carefully with clean,
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